[Mitochondrial respiratory chain deficiency may present as multiple sclerosis].
Defects of the mitochondrial respiratory chain are associated with a great variety of clinical disorders. In addition to the well recognized syndromes, a significant number of patients present non-specific encephalopathic disorders. In consequence these types of mitochondrial disorder are very difficult to diagnose on clinical features alone. In this paper, we describe the clinical and the magnetic resonance findings of 2 patients with a neurological syndrome indistinguishable from multiple sclerosis (Poser). Muscle biochemistry revealed defect of complex IV of the respiratory chain. We think that these patients have a mitochondrial encephalomyopathy. We suggest that in patients presenting as atypical multiple sclerosis it could be necessary investigating mitocondrial encephalopathy.